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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
*» 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

IN  REPLY REFER TO 

Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 
Ft, Totton, N. Dakota, 

Dec, 61, 1934, 

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Sir: 

This is the report for the quarter ending Dec, 31, 1934: 

During the quarter the following game animals were disposed of; 

10 elk(6 bulls given to the Ft, Totten Indian School two were 
slaughtered at the Preserve and sold for meat and two xsca sold alivei. 

8 buVfalo(5 slaughtered and given to the Indian School for meat-four 
Bulls and one crooked legged heifer ^ 2 bulls slaughtered and sold 
for meat and one 1^ year old heifer disposed of alive). 
One two onffhalf year old white-tail buck deer was shipped to Ironton, 
Ohio to replace one that was shipped there last winter and later died. 

There are 35 elk left on-the Preserve. They are all doing well 
and have been fed but little hay so far this winter, >It has been planned 
to dispose of about 15 elk early in January, 19 buffalo are left on the 
Preserve, They are now in the south part of the pasture. No hay was 
put out for the buffalo this year until about the middle of December. 
One calf was born during November, 12 deer are left on the Preserve, 
The deer herd was increased this summer by five young ones. One two year 
old bull elk;killed by another elk, was found in the pasture during October, 

There are a few weasels and mink that come on the Preserve area 
at times. A number of racoon make their homes on the Preserve, The Indians 
trap them when they get outside the fence, IXie to the dry weather and 
almost no water left this summer in the small lake, there are no muskrats 
left on the Preserve Area, 

It is believed that there were about J as many geese here this 
fall as five years ago and about 90% as many this fall as last fall. 
There were about % as many ducks here this fall as five years ago and 
25% as many this fall as last fall. It is believed that there were even 
less ducks in this region than has been given above. There were almost no 
water birds that remained long on the water areas of the Preserve because 
there was no food here for them. None of them nested here. Mixed grain 
is being scattered out for the grouse and pheasants, 

V^e have had a very mild winter in this region up until about 
Dec. 22nd* We had but little snow before that date and the animals were 
able to get most of the food that they needed in the timbered area. The 
pasture has been overgrazed tho. The elk have broused down all of the 
June berry bushes and choke cherry bushes and the grass in the open 
part of the Preserve has been picked right to the ground. Much of the 
grass in the open is dead due to close grazing and the dry weather. 
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Due to the lack of fresh water and almost no food, the water birds 
that stopped here this fall remained only a short time. Ibr that reason 
there was almost no water bird hunting® It was very dry during the early 
part of the quarter. The leaves wore cleaned up from around the buildings, 
work was done on a fire guard trail thru the timbered area and a strip 
of land was kept black around the hay corral. 

During October about 30 men and 22 teams did much work making the 
small lake in the picnic grounds deeper and some work was done on the 
fire trail in the pasture. All of the NIRA work was finished during 
this quarter. The roof of the Agents house received a new shingle roof 
the last two weeks of December. 

During October, November and December 1934 there have been 128 
cars and 690 visitors to the Preserve® During the Calender Year ending 
Dec. 31, 1934 there have been 2,691 cars and 14, 567 visitors to the 
Preserve.CThere were fewer visitors to the Preserve this year than there 
<»lire last year due to the hard times®^The visitors that come to the 
Preserve during the past summer seemed to be much interested in the work 
that the government has been doing at Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 

, to 
Due^the dry weather this past summer has been a very trying time 

on all growing plants® Hay is scarce and many hundreds of stock animals 
have been disposed of by people in this region. At the Preserve we have 
been very fortunate in being able to cut the most gooj hay on the lake 
bottom land that we have ever cut® We have plenty of hay left on the 
Preserve for animals that will be kept on the Preserve® Many trees have 
died du« to the dry sunxner. Much rain will be needed to bring back the 
pasture in the open part of the Preserve pasture. Some south hill slopes 
are almost bare due to the grass dying off. Much work was given to the 
white people of this region during the Galander Year. Also during the 
Calender Year over 500 loads of wood have been given away to people in 
need. 

With the Seasons Greetings; I am; 

Very truly yours, 

U. S. Game Management Agent® 
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Tliis statement re rramber of Tisitor# in 1934 
appears to "be an error in so far as it is ztts 
stated that less visitors came to preserve in 1934 
than in 1933* For calendar year 1933 Mr. Parker 
reported 13,556 visitors with 2,664 cars* 

OR 



IN REPLY REFER TO 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 
% ? 

Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 
Ft, Totten, H. Dakota, 

Sept, SO, 1934. 

Ohief, Hureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. G, 

Dear Sir; 

This is the report for the quarter enling Sent. 30, )o.vm There are 
26 buffalo (six of this years calves) on the Preserve. The 46 elk(10 of them 
of this years calf crop) have done most of their feeding in the timbered 
area during the summer. The ten white tail deer ( two of them this years 
fav/ns) are commencing to come down by the buildings of an evening for some 
grain. All of the animals have done well this summer and are in good shape. 

About the following animals should be disposed of: twelve buffalo, 
25 elk and four two year old and younger white tail buck deer. Not over 
the number of animals named abo^e should be disposed of but up to the 
numbers that have been given. The animals should be disposed of before 
December 15th. Most of them could be disposed of during November. This is 
very important and the surplus animals should be disposed of as soon as 
possible. If this plan is followed out there will be plenty of good hay 
left on the Preserve for winter feed for the rest of the animals. There is 
now hay on the Preserve for 12 to 15 buffalo and 20 elk. 

This is the season of the year when birds are making their way south
ward for the winter. No water birds from the north have been noticed in 
this immediate region yet this fall. It is believed that due to the dry 
weather and very small number of fresh water areas in this region that very 
few water birds will pass over this region. There is little or no food for 
water birds in this region. About ^ the usual number of song birds and other 
birds have been noticed moving southward so far this fall. There is very 
little food for such birds in this region due to the dry weather. There are 
almost no water birds here now. 

The pasture on this Preserve is over grazed and very short due to 
more animals feeding on this area than there should be here and the extra 
dry season. We had about three inches of moisture during June and about , 

inch moisture during September. The grass never started on a few o^. the 
south hill slopes. The grass was short in the lower open places. Grass in 
the timber was good but of a coarser grass and not so much nourishment in 
it. 

Fire guards have heen made around the winter supply of hay and leaves 
cleaned away from the buildings. "The snow and rain received during the 
last part of September lessened the fire danger much for the present time. 
During dry weather with a wind, it would be a extra big job to stop a fire 
in this timbered area where there are many dry leaves. We are working on 
fire trails up in the pasture now. More funds could be. used for making 
fire trails. 
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The driving of the steel piling alon^; the last 700 feet (of a total 
of 1000 feet ) of lake shore on the south west side was finished in 
August and 18 inches of clay and four feet wide was put on top of the 
steel piling for a distance of about 800 feet. The clay on top of the 
piling would make it possible to let the lake level get to the top of the 
clay when ever there is enough moisture received. During September about 
two miles of road were graveled, some fire trail work has been done and 
about two weeks work done with fifteen teams and twenty-two men making 
the bed of the small lake in the picnic grounds deeper. 

Over 65 tons of of good hay have been stacked for winter feed for 
the buffalo and elk. All of this hay has been cut on the lake bottom 
hay land. Part of the hay land belongs to the Preserve and the rest to 
the Indian Agency but the Preserve is allowed to use it. Fifteen acres 
of land has been plowed for hay next summer and the weeds removed from 
off of about twelve acres. Almost no hay has been raised in this region 
except some here and there on low land. 

The following number of visitors have been to the Preserve during 
this quarter: 

cars visitors. 
July 978 5123 
August 457 2568 
Sept. 246 1187 

Total 1,681 8,878 

There are no large predatory animals on the Preserve, There are 
a few weasels, minks and racoons in the timber. These animals go out 
side the Preserve area at times and many of them are trapped during the 
trapping season by the Indians. There have been very few reptiles noticed 
in this region due to the extra dry weather. The small lake in the 
picnic grounds has all dried up except about -4 of an acre and it is very 
shallow. The lake dried up due to evaporation because it was very shallow. 

With the kindest of regards, I am; 

Yery truly yours, 

Game Management ngent. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

IN  REPLY REFER TO 

Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 
Ft, Totten, N. Dakota, 

J"une <50, 19o4« 

Ghief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Sir: 

This is the quarterly report for the quarter ending June the 30th. 
and the Fiscal Year Report for the said year ending June 30, 1934# 

— / - ^ ^ 
There are 25 buffalo (5 of them. 1934 calves) ; 46 el£(10_of them 

1934 elk calves hy estimate) and tftirwhite tail deer(twiKof them 1934 
fawns). The buffalo" Eave been seen a number of times during June, At 
tlTeTclose of this month they are in very fine condition. The pasture was 
very short up until the middle of June. The animals were not doing quite 
so well until after the middle of the month. The elk have been seen at 
times during the month, as hear as could be decided, the elk are all in 
fine condition. These animals are rather wild and it is a hard job to get 
close to them. It is believed that the ten deer are all doing well. There 
were 8 deer last spring that were a year old and past. Recently two of 
this years young were noticed in the deer pasture. The deer have not all 
been seen at one time since last spring. One coming two year old deer(buck) 
was shipped to A,R. Johnson, Ironton, Ohio on Dec, 13, 1934, The deer 
had never been handled and died a few days after it was received by Mr, 
Johnson, No other animals were disposed of because there was no sale 
for them at all. This was because there is little money in circulation 
and other stock animals are so low in price. 

As far as is known,there are no large predatory animals on the 
Preserve such as coyotes. There are, a few of the smaller fur bearing 
animals tho. We quite often see racbon tracks in the dust or mud. During 
this quarter two of the animals were" noticed on the Preserve. They are 
all protected unless they bother the water birds. There are three springs 
on the Preserve area. Two of these springs have never been known to go 
dry during the last twelve years. There are old beaver dams below two of 
these springs. It is believed that if a few beaver were planted here 
again, they would be apt to repair the dams and do well here as well as 
help save some of the water from running away so soon. 

This is almost the only timbered area( the Preserve area and around 
it) in this part of North Dakota, It has been very dry this spring. There was 
almost no moisture other places where there was no timber. Due to the 
water on and around the Preserve area and the shelter of the trees, there 
has been many more of the song birds here this spring such as wrens, cat 
birds, thrushes, robins, finches, warblers and blue birds. There are more 
kinds of birds here than has been named but the most common names have been 
mentioned. These birds are nesting here in the timbered area. 
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During the last of April and the first part of Hay there were 
many about two hunderd ducks of different kinds staying on the waters of 
the Preserve. There are about 100 wateq^birds on Preserve 
part of the water along Sullys Hill i5eachj i"t is believed that about 
of this number are nesting. The rest have had something happen to their 

nest or are not nesting for other reasons. This is the conclusion since 
if they were nesting they would not stay on the water of Devils Lake. It 
is very strong with alkali. It is believed that not over 2/3 as many ducks 
passed over this area going north as passed over here last spring. There 
will not be over 1/3 as many ducks hatched here this summer as there were 
batched here last spring. This is due to the dry weather mainly. The con
dition of the ducks as to number is very serious if there are to be any 
left to hunt in the future. Geese seem to have stood the dry weather 
better. About the same number were noticed flying northward this spring as 
last spring. 

We have quite a few frogs, some toads, striped grass snakes, and 
salamanders in this region. They have not been so plentiful during the 
last three years due to the dry weather. Of course on the Preserve area, 
especially the lower areas, they all seem to be rather plentiful during 
the past years. _ • - * •- " -

The pasture is becomdaag-over grazed^-^Bhe animals tiia-t are at-the 
the Preserve at -the cio-seof June-will do well here until this fall when 
it will be necessary to dispose of a number of them in order to keep the 
pasture in fair condition for other animals. There are more animals on the 
preserve than there should be here during years of plenty of rain fall. 

The grass in the open did not start to grow any worth mentioning 
before the first of June. There was not enough for grazing in the open 
until about the middle of June. The grass v/ould or could not start without 
moisture. On two of the hills, the south slopes are still bare and brown. 
The grass on the hills has been picked very close. The shrubs that the 
elk like most have^een eaten rather close.(At least 25 elk of different 
ages(if some are for exhibition purposes) should be disposed of. Twelve 
XSXL buffalo should be disposed of. Some of the buffalo have crooked 
legs and are fit only for meat. About 21 elk and 13 buffalo would be left 
at the Preserve. A report will be made more in detail later as to the 
animals that should be disposed of. 

We have had about three inches of moisture during June. There is 
little or no danger of fire here at this time. During this spring and 
last fall when it was so dry the roads were graded up and made black in 
the pasture so they would act as fire guards. The leaves and grass were 
cleaned away from around all of the buildings. A area was plowed around 
the hay stack in the pasture. 

Under the Nira during the last nine months the following have been 
done: about Ig- miles of road graded; almost -g- a mile graveled; About four 
miles of trails trimmed out and made wid^r in the pasture; a machine shed 
30* x 40* and 8' to the plate was constructed; about 600 feet along the 
south shore of the small lake and 40feet wide was made deeper and 1100 
feet of pipe was laid in a ditch after the ditch was made to carry a 
2" stream of spring water into the small lake during dry years and work 
commence in June on driving the 700 feet of steel piling along the south 
shore of the small lake to hold the water in from seeping out of the lake. 
It is believed that this last job will make it possible to hold up the 
level of the small lake and in time a place can be made on the lake for 
bathing. 
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Under the CWA 29 to 33 men were given work week in 
December to the last week in April thinning out theASOufh par? of the 
pasture. There are about 500 acres of a timbered are<fin the Sullys Hill 
Preserve Area, Of this area about 42 c]o was thinned out and down and dead 
timber removed. This work was a help all around. First, the down and dead 
timber and small trees were remover where they were thicker than the trees 
should be; this job provided much work for people that needed it and last 
the wood was given away to needy people and they were benefited, 568 loads 
of wood were given away to needy people during the winter and spring. The 
removing of the surplus timber lessened the danger of fire very much. All 
of the brush was burned in open places and trees were cut low as possible. 

About 50 acres of lake bottom land is farmed for the purpose of 
raising hay for the buffalo and elk. Off of this land about 35 tons of hay 
were put up during last summer. About 10 acres of the same land is being 
cultivated to kill the sow thistles. The putting up of this hay on land here 
at the Preserve is very important during the dry years because it is a hard 
job to secure much hay here and it is high in price. 

Not so many visitors have been to the Preserve during the past 
Fiscal Year due to the hard times. We notice that the cars haul full loads 
of people much more now than they did a few years ago. During the Fiscal 
Year ending June 30, 1934 there have been the following number of visitors 
here: 

Visitors Gars, 
July 3945 847 
August 2352 443 
September 1803 242 
October 644 61 
Nov, to Mar, 150 0 
April 1934 428 38 
May 1260 201 
June 3317 643 

Total of,,. 13,893 2,475 for F,Y, ending June 30, 
1934, 

Last fall much fire protection was done to make the buildings, 
the hay stacked in the pasture, the pasture all as safe as possible from 
afire if one should get started. Some painting was done and shingles 
were purchased to put on the protector's house; the hay corral was repaired; 
some brush was removed from the hay land and a new drain put in to drain 
the water away from the protector's house. This work was done under maintenance. 

V/ith the kindest of regards, I am; 

Very truly yours, 

U. S. Res, Protector, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

IN  REPLY REFER TO 

Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 
Ft, Totten, N, Dak,, 

Dec. 31, 1933. 

Ghief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. 0, 

Dear Sir: 

This is the quarterly reuort for the quarter ending Dec. 51, 19,53. 

y The animals arei^hll doing ^fery well at this Preserve, There are 
20 buffalo, at least 36 elk and 6 white tail deer. Two to three loads 
of hay are scattered out each week for the buffalo and elk in the big 
pasture. It is believed that there are possibly a few more than 36 elk 
in the pasture but we cannot be sure until a chance is found to count 
the elk when the snow is on and they are in the open. One deer was shipped 
to Ironton, Ohio during Dec. but due to an iniury it was reported that 
he died soon after reaching his destination. / 

There are a few mink on the PreaerveV Hone have been seen for 
some tine but the^r tracks can be noticed at times in the snow. There 
are a number of teasels on and round the Preserve, a npmber of racoons 

d no coyotea as "far as is known are very close t^^Xh® Preserve. The 
VlQdians trapping out around the Preserve k§,e£t. the numbers of the, weasels, 
mink and racoons down. The only ones of these animals that we would try 
tbTTlestroy at any time if necessary would be the weasels. Of course if 
the minks or racoons bother the water birds we would have to trap them 
but as far as is known, they have caused no trouble lately. 

It has been very dry here during this summer. Ducks were scarce 
this fall. Very few ducks or geese stopped in this region because there 
was but little fresh water for them to rest on or feed on. The grain crop 
was short and not much grain in the fields for the mallerds and other 
ducks eating grain. There seems to be quite a few grouse on and around 
the Preserve during the last part of the quarter and also pheasants. We 
are scattering out wheat and some corn for them. 

The grassjdried up last fall before frost come and it is believed 
that in the low places where the grass is rather plentiful that there is 
much nourishment in the grass. There was not much grass on the higher 
places due to dry weather. The border lines were cleared in places where 
there was "most danger of fire and snow drifting. Also the brush and leaves 
were cleaned up from around all of the buildings and a good fire guard 
put around the hay stacks. 

The Nira work on roads and machine shed were started during the quarter. 
The work on machine shed was over half done at the close of the quarter. A 
road with a 22* top has been built around the small lake, culverts put in 
and a lead in road built as far as the weather would allov; the work to be 
done. About three eights of a mile of the lead in road was graveled. The 
road work will be completed next spring, 68 men were given work during Nov
ember and 15 some work during December, The OWA work started on Dec, 23, 
1933 and 17 men were given work during the last part of the month. More 
men were called to work but no more have come up to the present time. The 
weather has been very cold. The work has helped the people in tvn 
very much, ''his ;rebion 



During October there were 644 visitors and 61 cars to the Preserve. 
During November and December we had few people here to visit the Preserve 
to see it but we had our share of people (men) looking for jobso It was 
a very hard job to satisfy all of the men as there were more men than there 
were jobs. But during the last of December we have places for mere men than 
there are men that are coming to work. It is believed if the weather warms 
up more men will come for jobs, .all is going along well with the work now 
and we believe the men are all satisfied. 

The big job now that we have started is the GWA work of cutting out 
the extra trees especially the second growth timber in the pasture. The 
best trees are alv/ays left and we are careful to not take out too many 
trees. A few more trees can always be taken out. This work is very good 
for the Preserve in that it is a great help towards fire protection, thins 
the timber and will allow the trees that are left to grow bigger and will 
maka it possible for more grass to grow for the animals. 

With the kindest of regards, 1 am; 

tflll V VOUT9 

U. 3. Res. Protector. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

IN REPLY REFER TO Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 
Ft, Totten, N. Dak., 

Sept. SO, 1933. 

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Sir; 

This is the quarterly report for the quarter ending Sept. 30, 
1952,. 

y / ^ 
There are 20 buffalo, about 3d or more elk and 8 white tail 

deer on the Sullys Hilir"Preserve. The buffalo are all in very fine con
dition. They have been seen almost every week during the quarter. Not 
much has been seen of the elk. They are shy and come out of the timber 
to feed during the evening or night. All that have been noticed during the 
quarter, were in fine condition. There are 8 white tail deer in the south 
part of the pasture. They are doing well. One young one was first noticed 
with its mother the last of this quarter. The deer have been seen a number 
of times during the last part of this quarter. They now have their grey winter 
coat on. 

During the uarter two tree squirrels that were grey, were noticed 
in the timbered area. There are a few mink, weasels and racoons on the 
Preserve area. None of these animals have been seen during the quarter but 
their tracks have been noticed. One or more racoons have been in the corn 
patch almost every night during the last half of the quarter eating the 
new corn. Some damage was done. All of the small animals are few in 
number and as far as is known are doing no damage. We are not trying to 
destroy any of them. There are no coyotes inside the Preserve and but 
very few outside. Weasels and coyotes will be destroyed any time when 
ever it is possible to do so. w*rc.y b)*4$ . 

"VetiFy few if any northern birds^ have come down to go south ward 
yet. It has been very dry in this region. There are very few fresh water 

,x areas. Most of the young ducks as well as other young water birds died 
during the quarter because they were not able to get to fresh water. About 
2 . air of blue winged 4 pair 'of mallards, 5 pair of golden eyes, 
and 5 pair of pheasantsnested on the Preserve area. About 200 to 300 and b pair of pheasant; 
ducks have been feeding and resting on the small lake in the picnic grounds 
during most of the quarter. At the close of the quarter the small lake 
is almost dry and not so many ducks are stopping on it. 

In this area there are many frogs, a few toads, grass snakes arxe 
rather numerous and there are many salamanders. 

The last rain that we had in this region that wet down more than 
one inch was about the middle of June, fa number of showers have been 
received during this quarter that just laid the dust only. The pasture 
is grazed very close on all of the hills and in other places, that is in 
spots. Also the elk-have broused the June berry, choke cherry bushes more 
than they should be broused as well as some of the smaller trees. There 
is enough dry grass in the pasture yet to keep the animals in good shape 
but there are a few more animals on the p^reserve now than there should be 
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on the said area as has been reported. There are two springs in the . 
pasture that are still furnishing plenty of^water^for the animals that 
are on the Preserve. The pasture is shorter o:r^not5over 2/3 as much grass 
on the Preserve as during the years when we have received enough moisture. 

The fence has been patrolled each week. The sign posts have been 
painted and brush trimmed that was near the posts along Sullys HilifBeach. 
This has been done so the fiefuge signs would show up better. For fire 
Protection the road has been graded up that goes from the entrance gate 
to Sullys Hill and the corral; it has been well cleaned around the hay 
stack and a strip of land about one rod wide was plowed and disced; the 
grass and brush has been cleaned away from around all of the buildings 
and much care taken to see that visitors started fires only in the fire 
places. Also a number of fire warning signs were put up. 

No new construction work has been done during the uarter. new 
drain was put in for the septic tank to take the place of the old one 
that had become stopped up, 

30 tons of hay was purchased and hauled to the Preserve, SO tons 
of hay al inqc was hauled from Preserve land(where it had been stacked) 
and again stacked in the hay corral where it would be more handy to feed it 
during the winter and it would be much safer from fire. 20 acres of Preserve 
land was plowed ready to sow to some hay crop next spring. About five 
acres of sow thistle has been killed. 

There have been the following number of visitors and cars to the 
Preserve during the quarter: 

Gars. Visitors. 
July 847 3945 
Aug. 443 2352 
Sept. 242 1605 

1,532 7,900 

Due to times being qui4n% we have had fewer visitors during this 
same period than there have been here in the past. Visitors were taken in
to the pasture and on Sullys Hill and they were informed by a short talk 
of the early history of Sullys Hill Area and surrounding Lake Region, the 
number of game animals on the Refuge area and the Purpose of the Sullys 
Hill Refuge or Preserve. The visitors une very much pleased to receive 
the said information. 

The brush and other plants have been cut down along the fence where 
the snow drifts during the winter snow storms. This took about two weeks 
work for two men and myself when ever I could help. Due to the wind storms 
during the last part of the quarter, it has been necessary to clean up 
where a number of trees have been blown down and go around the fence a few 
extra times. 

With the kindest of regards, I am; 

Very truly yours, 

U. S. Res, Protector. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

Sully3 Hill Game Preserve, 
Ft, Totten, N, Dakota, 

June 30, 1933. 

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Sir: 

This is the Fiscal Year and quarterly report for the year and 
quarter ending June 30, 1933, 

During this quarter up until the middle of June we have received 
enough moisture to keep the crops growing well and a fair amount of water 
in the water areas. But during the last half of June it has been dry up 
until the last week when we received two fair rains. In this country the 
ground becomes very dry in a week if the sun shines bright and warm and 
the wind blows. 

More geese have been seen flying northward during April especially 
than have been noticed in recent years. As near as can be decided, there 
ai£eabout twice as many mated ducks here on their way northward as there 
were last spring a year ago at the same time. And there were more ducks 
that stayed to nest here this summer than there were XSBSS that stayed 
here last spring. Not many young ducks have been noticed yet as they are 
staying most of the time in the weeds. 

During the quarter three new buffalo calves have been noticed in 
the herd. There are now 2(/buffalo. They all look good and are fat. Not 
much has been seen of the elk during the quarter. There were 28 elk this 
spring in the herd that were a year old and past. It is believed that 
there are at least Qjelk calves in the herd so the number of elk is counted 
as 36 now. It is necessary to estimate the number of calves. 

V On April 1st. there were three antelope on the Preserve. During A"" 
4pril two antelope were found dead in the pasture. On Junei 20th, the last 
antelope was found dead in the pasture. The cause of the loss of these 
antelope is not known but the Government Veterinarian, Mr. Ray Gaskill 
of Devils Lake believed that the timbered area where it is very damft is ^ 
not at all a .suitable place for antelope to live and is most likely the 
cause of their death. 

There were supposed to be two buck deer and one female in the 
big pasture with the buffalo. The three deer have not been seen for 
about 1^- years and it is supposed that they have died so they are not 
counted any longer. At the beginning of the quarter there were 8 deer 
in the south part of the pasture. One old doe deer was found dead in the 
south part of the pasture. It is believed as near as is known that she 
died due to old age. The other seven deer are doing well. It is believed 
that there are now some young ones. The szs 10 young geese with theix 
old Canada Geese.are doing well. 

During the year some repair work has been done on the buildings, 
roads have been dragged and graveled where it was most needed, a new 
gate and large gate posts put ± at the west end of of the picnic grounds, 



a good fence of lawn type was put up around the lawn at the Protector's 
house, a side walk was constructed around the east side and to the front 
and back of the same house and about 700 feet of 6" sewer tile were 
laid below the surface of the ground to a debth of about 4^ feet to 
drain the spring water away from west of the Protector's house and many 
other smaller jobs# Also during Jupefche Protector's house, barn, shop, 
bird house and west shelter buildings were painted. During the year over 
50 tons of hay were put up off of Preserve land and some Preserve land 
was plowed and a good drainage ditch over i a pile long was made thru 
the hay land to drain the water away# During the last quarter two steel 
six swing outfits and one horizontal ladder were installed in the west 
Picnic Grounds# 

The following number of visitors have been to the Preserve during 
the the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1933; 

Visitors. Cars. 
July 3424 741 
August 2600 551 
Septemberl612 351 
October 436 50 
November 257 
Deo# 445 
Jan.1933 to Apr.- none# 
April 44 9 
May 1673 270 
June 3295 792 

13,786 2,764 

The people in this region have felt the effects of the depression 
very much# Most of the people in this region come to the Preserve at 
least once a year or more during these times. In the past many of the 
same people come to many picnics at the Preserve. So we had a smaller 
number of visitors both last year and this year. Everybody has plenty 
to eat but it costs money to buy gasoline and money is very scarce. The 
public enjoys all of the benefits of the work that has been done especially 
in the picnic grounds# We get along well with the public# We try to be 
agreeable to all of the people# 

With the kindest of regards, I am; 

Very truly yours, 

U# S. Res. Protector# 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 
Ft. Totten, N. Dak,, 

March 31, 1933. 

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. G, 

Dear Sir: 
cyr^ 

This is the quarterly report for the quarter qrtp'jry; Uft-rnh J 
1933 for Sullys Hill Game Preserve or Symbol No. 8. ^ 

The last half of January and the first three weeks of February 
were weeks of real winter weather. The rest of the quartertthe weather 
was as a whole mild. The snow was about a foot deep on an average during 
the colder part of the quarter. 

Chickadees, woodpeckers and nuthatches were noticed in the timbered 
area almost every day. A number of them come for tallow that was put out 
on a tray for the birds. Especially during the colder part of the month, 
many pheasants and grouse fed much of the time on the Preserve, lly fact 
more grouse and pheasants were noticed on the Preserve during the quarter 
than have been seen on the Preserve/during the last eleven at or during 
a similar length of time. Two golden eagles were noticed on and around 
the Preserve during the month. v ^ 

The 17 buffalo. 26velk^ 3 antelope and 8 deer are doing well on 
the Preserve. The buffalo and elk ate much hay during the colder part of 
the quarter but did not eat so much xia/,during the part that was mild. 
One yearling, female buffalo was sola to Nelson and Shipman of Devil's 
Lake on Jan, 8th, and was sold to the public. The buffalo was in good 
condition. It was necessary to sell her for meat at once or loose her. 
She had very crooked hind legs and as the weather become colder she 
could not use the hind legs. There are supposed to be 11 deer on the 
Preserve but the three that are supposed to be in the big pasture with 
the buffalo and elk have not been seen for over a year so it has been 
supposed that they (Ued, The eight deer that come up near the buildings 
are doing well. One 'female antjelqpe died during the quarter. The cause 
of her death was not known. Two^buck antelope and one doe are left. 

There were but a few visitors to the Preserve during the quarter 
because the roads and weather were not good for visiting out of door 
places. Only maintenance work was done. It was necessary to put out 
hay for the buffalo about three time^a week, patrol the outside fence 
one to two times a week, take care of the deer, antelope and Canada geese 
that are kept near the quarters, look after the three horses and do the 
office work. Quite a bit of express and freight was received during the 
quarter. It was necessary to get the express or freight at the station, 
check it and account for it on the proper forms. 

A flock of about 30 Canada geese were noticed flying over the 
Preserve buildings on the evening of liar. Elst, They were going south. 
Liany geese were noticed flying northward on MarchisQth, A robin was noticed 
March 29th. and two meadow larks on March g5th, Tne pheasants have part 
of them remained on the Preserve during the milder weather of the quarter 
but the grouse have out on the prairie. 

With the kindest of regards, I am; Very truly^yours 
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IN REPLY REFER TO 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL 
»} 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Sullys Hill Game ^reserve, 
Ft, Totten, N. Dak,, 

Dec, 31, 1932, 

Chief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: . I'13 Z* 

This is the aejg^d^^a^erly^Report for the Project, Sullys Hill 
Game Preserve, This is^second quarter ending Dec, 31, 1932. 

From a few to about 300 water birds rested and did their feeding 
on the small lake in the picnic grounds. This small body of water is 
fresh and has plant and animal food in it for the ducks during the fall. 
From a few to about 15,000 water birds rested along the the shore of 
Devils Lake Sullys Hill Beach during the fall. There is but little food 
to be found in the water of Devils Lake but that part of the lake which 
is a part of Sullys Hill Preserves makes a safe and sheltered place for 
the ducks and gulls to rest. Geese and swans stopped at times during the 
fall on Devils Lake but they rested out some distance from the shore. All 
or almost all of the water birds left this region on or about Nov. 10th. 
this fall. 

About the 15th, of October almost all of the summer birds had moved 
southward. On about the same date birds from the north that winter in 
this region were noticed here in the timbered area. 

There are a few weasels, minks and racoons that live on the 
Preserve, Their tracks are noticed at times. The tracks of white tail 
deer are noticed at times on the Preserve land just outside the fence, 

V / / ^ 
There are 18 buffalo, abou£_£a..elk#. 11 white tail deer and four 

antelope on the Preserve, Three horses are on the Preserve that are used 
for"work. There has been such a thin layer of snow during December that 
the buffalo and elk have been able to do much grazing. As a rule this 
time of the year there is about a foot of snow on the ground and the 
animals eat much more hay than they are eating at the close of December 
1932. The animals are all doing well. 

During the fall when the water birds were on their way southward 
and many of them resting on all of the areas of water the following 
patrolling was done: That part of Devils Lake which is apart of Sullys 
Hill Preserve was gone over from one to two times a week. Two trips 
were made to Stump Lake Bird Refuge and one trip to and around Chase 
Lake Bird Refuge. As far as is known no game laws were violated on 
the Sullys Hill Game Preserve or on either of the Bird Refuges, 

During the early part of the quarter the brush was cut in places 
along the fence for fire protection as well as to keep the snow from 
drifting. Many loads of down dry wood have been taken off of the 
ground by needy people during the month. This is a very good job done 
towards fire protection because if a fire should get started in any 
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of the many piles of small down trees it would be a much bigger job to 
put it out. A fire in the timbered area here could be quite serious. All 
of the winter store of hay was stacked in protected places and where 
it could be done the grass was mowed for a distance around the stacks. 
Brush and leaves have been kept cleaned away from all of the buildings. 
The barn and Protector^ House have water fire protection and the house 
also has fire extinguishers. 

During October and part of November a lawn fence was erected 
around the lavm at the Protector's House, about 500 feet of a clay 
tile drainage ditch was made to drain the water away west of the shop, 
a shed was made for the truck and a cement walk was constructed back and 
around the east side of the Protector's House. 

During the Oalander year ending Dec. 31, 1932 there have been 
the number of visitors to the Preserve as has been shown below: (Also 
the number of visitors for the quarter is shown.) 

Visitors. 
January 110 
February 90 
March 129 
April 556 
May 1524 
June 3054 
July 3424 
August 2600 
Septemberl6l2 

Oars. 

12 
21 
232 
611 
741 
551 
351 

Visitors 
October 436 
November 257 
December 445 

# 

50 Total of 50 cars 
and 1,138 visitors 
during the quarter 
ending December 31, 
1932. 

Total for calander year 14,237 2,569 

The most of the visitors come on holidays, that is the largest 
crowds. But is has been noticed that during June, July and August there 
were on an average of about 50 persons in the preserve every week day 
when the weather was fair excluding the Sundays and holidays. The 
visitors come to the Preserve to rest, eat their lunch in the sh^Le 
where it is kept clean, there is plenty of pure drinking water^ju-ay 
ground equipment for safe playing of the children. There are many visions 
that jus come to see the animals. The visitors are shown the animals if 
possible. Some times the buffalo are in a distant corner in the timber 
and it is a hard job to show them to visitors. Visitors are taken in 
their cars over the roads in the pasture and up to Sullys Hill. If the 
animals are along the road they can be seen by the people. 

Hay has been scattered out along the road in the pasture for the 
buffalo and elk about every other day or when ever they were in need of 
hay. Of course some times when the animals did not clean up the hay, more 
hay would not be put out until the animals had eaten all of the good 
hay. Seven of the deer, the four antelope and the Canada Geese are given 
some grain night and morning. At times they are also given cut up 
mangles. 

1 
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All most all of the people in this region are in a had shape 
financially. Most of them have enough to eat and some of them have 
farm products to sell but when they do sell them the price ispU 
that it is not enough to make it possible to pay their debts ana^the 
other things that they must have during the winter. Down dry wood has 
been given to all of thebieedy people who have come to the Preserve 
after it. This wood has oeenpicked up off of the ground. The trees 
have been falling for years as they die and then last spring the snow 
that fell after the leaves were on the trees, broke down many trees. 
It is a very good thing to have this down wood cleaned up. It makes 
it possible for more plants and grass to grow, it lessens the danger 
of fire, makes it not so damp and helps the people in need. Many 
Indians have come after wood. During the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1932 
sixty-eight wagon andS2fx^*loads of wood have been given away from 
this Preserve to the needy people. Only dry wood has been removed 
from the Preserve. This has taken much of my time to see that only 
down dry wood was taken and where it should be taken but I am very 
glad to be of help to those in need. 

During December two cow elk were disposed Qf for meat from 
this Preserve. Up~to the present, those are the only two animals 
that could be disposed of. Parks are hard up and people buy bork or 
beef because it is cheaper. 

With the kindest of regards and the Seasons Greetings, I am; 

Very truly yours, 

U. 3. Reservation Protector. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Sullys Hill Game Preserve, 
Ft. Totteif^ N. Dakota, 

Sept,,30, 1952. 

Ghief, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. G. 

Dear Sir: 

This is the first quarterly report for the Fiscal Year 1933, 

The Sullys Hill Preserve is a timbered area with open meadow areas 
here and there among the trees. There is plenty of water on the said area. 
There are a number of springs that furnish water during winter and summer, 
there is a fresh water lake in the picnic grounds of about six acres and 
about two miles of the shore line of Devils Lake, 

All of the insectivorous birds that live at times in the timber 
and pass near the timbered area on their flights stop as a rule here for 
a while, Llany of them nest here during the summer season. At the beginning 
of this quarter the smaller birds were finishing raising their young ones 
and at the end of Sept. many of the same birds have started on #heir southwarci 
flight, iHip following birds nesy in this region, doves, crows(hawks)red "tail, 
swains oh, Go op e r s'fsha rp - shinned and other hawks, owls, many robins, gold "" 
finches, cat birds, thrushes, orioles, red winged black birds and many other 
birds. There are many kinds of berrys in the timber and insects which makes 

V it an ideal sunnier home for many "of the birds. The area is timbered and of 
such a size that one could not estimate how many birds nest here but there 
are many, ^ ̂  

Hot many water birds^yest on the Preserve. About fouryair of mallards. 
three pair of blue winged teal^and five pair of goldeft^^ejinest around the 
smali lake in the picnic grounds. The golden eyes "HesT^Tn "troxeTs -that- have 
been put up in trees for their use. Devils Lake that is a part of this 
Preserve is very important mainly in the fall as a resting place for the 
ducks that are on their way southward. The water in the said lake is so strong 
with alkali that few or nox? plants grow in it and the ducks cannot drink 
it all of the time and do ¥/ell. 

Besides the big game on the Refuge there are the following animals 
that make their home here; a few mink, about four pair of racoons, many 
meadow mice, afarews. Baird B&ite footed mice, weasels, pocket ;o dor3*7 thirteen 

^^triped gophers, ground spuirrels, a few jack rabbit.;, many varying hares 
''and a few of the small brown rabbits. 

As near as is known 'we have no snakes in this region except the 
green striped grass snakes which are not poisonous. They are rather numerous 
but are kept in check by the weasels eating them at times. There are many 
salamanders, frogs and some toads. 

We had a good supply of rain up until July 1st. The pasture crops 
had enough moisture to make a good growth. The grazing for the animals has 
been good, that is the grass v/as of a fair quality and there was a good 
supply of the grass. There are 18 buffalo, about 30 elk, 10 deer and six 
antelope that have been grazing on the Preserve , There are also three 
horses. 
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Sullys Hill Beach along the highway is well posted. During the 
hunting season we make part of the v/ork to see that four to five trips are 
made along the Devils Lake part of the Preserve during each week. The inside 
of the Preserve fence is patrolled from one to three times a week. If the 
weather is nice we do not go around the fence at times for two weeks but 
during sprmy weather a close watch is kept so that no trees are allowed to 
rest on the fence long if they fall on the fence, AS near as is kno\ n no 
violations have been made on the Preserve, 

The small brush and leaves have been kept cleaned away from the build-
ingsjthe trails in the pasture have been mowed, the grass has been cleaned 
away from the haystacks for a distance at least three rods around them, a fire 
hose is connected in txie Protector's house, a hose is connected for use in the 
barn. There are also three fire extinguishers in the house. The gasoline has 
been stored outside in a tank. Fire harning signs have been put up and the 
Preserve has not been left alone durin the dry season. Smoking is not allowed 
in the asture during the dry season. 

About a quarter of a mile of road has been built so that hay could 
be hauled from the hay meadow a shorter way; three fourths of a milt of ditch 
four feet wide at bottom and six feet wide at top a average debth of about 
two feet ith side ditches was made for drainage injiay meadow; a concrete 
side walk as made around the east side, at back nd in front cf protector's 
house and a shed enlarged for the truck, hany small Jobs alonw the rep- ir line 
of ork mve boon done. 

The folio .'ing number of visitors have been to the Preserve during the 
quarter: 

Visitors, Oars. 
July 3424 741 
August 2600 551 
Sept. 1G12 351 

7,636 1,543 

There have been fewer visitors this summer during this quarter than 
there have been during, past years. It was noticeable that .amy of the visitors 
were taking a vacation or 30ing some distance as they were carrying camping 
material on the side of their oars. i.Iany of the people come here especially on 
holidays to spend a day in the woods and eat a meal in the open. ..e have had 
no special gathering here for the furthering the interests of the Preserve but 
all the people that have been talked with are much interested in the Preserve 
as a place for game, as a picnic grounds for the public and are interested in 
the area being enlarged. Visitors have been to the Preserve every day during 
the quarter except for one day during July and one day during September, An 
accurate count is kept of the visitors and cars as possible, as near as is 
known no visitor has complained in any way concerning his visit here. We 
try to be fair to all and courteous. 

At least 45 tons of hay have been stacked inside the Preserve fence 
for the feeding of the animals during the winter. Some of the hay is t little 
coarse but there is plenty of it. Much down brush, limbs and logs have been 
moved out of the picnic grounds and off of along the roads. Ten acres of hay 
land have been plowed for grass seed next spring and some of the higher grass 
burned off that could not be cut due to the ground being wet in July, 



During the quarter one trip was made to Chase Lake Bird Refuge. The 
lake was goi*around and signs inspected. Three trips v.rere made to Stump 
Lake Bird Refuge, A few new signs were put up there, some fence extended 
into the edge of the water and some other fence repaired. Not many ducks were 
on Chase lake and not many on Stump Lake except when the last visit was 
made. The last visit to Stump Lake was made on Oct. 2nd. Then there were 
a fair number of ducks resting there where they were not bothered, 

kith the kindest of regards, I am; 

Yery truly yours, 

U. S. Reservation Protector. 
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